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Common	Coda	

a	piece	for	solo	viola	

by	

PAUL	RICHARDS	

Composed	for	Cornelia	Petroiu’s	Puzzle-Garde	Project,	Common	Coda	is	an	
algorithmic	collage	of	four	original	bagatelles	for	viola.		The	individual	pieces	share	
the	same	tempo	and	duration,	and	little	else,	except	the	possibility	of	ending	with	
the	same	brief,	slow	coda.		The	performer	is	asked	to	leap	from	style	to	style,	from	
technique	to	technique,	and	the	listener	is	invited	to	track	the	progression	of	four	
distinct	ideas,	each	vying	for	attention while also seeking common ground.	
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